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OVERTURE * * 
For an. ACT, For Security of the 
Ss oo; 


He Eſtates of Parhament conſidering, That when it ſhall pleaſe GOD «o af. 
fli& this Nation with the Death of Our SOVERAIGN LADY the Queen, 
C whom GOD of his Infinite Mercy long preſerve ) if che ſame ſhall hap- © 
pen to be without Heirs of Her Body : This Kingdom may fall into:grear Confa- 
fion, and Diſorder before a Succeſſor can be Declared. For Preventing thereof, - 
' Our Soveraign Lady, with Advice and Conſent of the Eſtares of Parliament, Sta- 
rutes and Ordains, Thar if at the foreſtid time, any Parliament or Conyention of . 
Eſtates ſhall be aſſembled,then the Members of that Parliament,or Conventionopf 
Eſtates ſhall take the Adminiſkration of theGovernment upon chem:Excepting thoſe , 
Barrons and Burrows, who at the foreſaid time ſhall have any place; or Penfipn, 
mediately, or immediately of the Crown 2 whoſe Commiſſions are hereby  decla-" 
red to be void : and that New Members fball be choſen in their place. : Bur if 
there be no Parliament, or Convention of Eſtates aſſembled, then the Members of- 
the current Parliament ſhall afſemble with all peſlible Diligence.: And if there be: 
| nocurrent Parliament, then the Members of the laſt diffolved Parliament, oeCon- ; 
vention of Eſtates ſhall aſſemble in like- manner : -and' in: thoſe two laſt caſes, fo- 
ſoon as there (ball be one Hundred Members met, in which Number the Barrons- 
and Burrows before-mentioned are not'to be reckoned; They ſhall rake che Admis-. 
niſtration of the Government upon them : But neither they nbrcthe. Members of 
 Pacliampat,. ar.Convention of Eſtates, if at the time foreſfaid aſſembled,: ſhall pro-. 
cd to the Weighty Aﬀair of Namving,. and Deglaring-a Suctefſor,. cill Twensy: 
Days afcer they have affumed the Adminiſtration of che-Bovertmwent : bothither., 
there may be time for all the other Members to come to Edinbimhhowhich is heres 
by declared the place of their Meeting, and for the 'EleQtions ofineye Barrons, art. 
Burrows ir place above-mentioned: * But ſo foon as the Twenty-Days are elaplad, 
then they (ball proceed to the publiſhing by Proclamation, cheiGonditiens df-che 
Government on which they will receive che Sucteflor to the Imperial..Crown-of 
this Realm : which in the. caſe ohly of - our being - under . the ſame King with 
\ 3. That Eledions ſhalt be made at-every - Michelmeſs Head+Ganrt, fora Now, 
Parliarhent every Year: ro fit the firſt'of November: thereafter; :abhd Adjourn'theas 
felves from cime to time, till next'2iBaeknaſs 2\ This they :chools their own Pre- 
ſident., and that eyery thing (hall-bedetermined by -illloring,'in place.of V oteing; 
\ 3. Thar ſo many leffer Barrons hall: be added!to: the: Parhiathant, as thess bas 
' been Noble Men created ſince the aft Avgmentatioaof the N anibexof the Bari9s:s 
and that in a} time corhing, for every /Noble-man'thit ſhall-be cteated; theae ſhall 
be a Barron added th che Parliament, YO 330 PA 592015 vb Io 49% hf gay 
3+ That ri Min Trave Voce" in Parliament bur 3a Noble-man} dr cleded/dfen 
ber. — GS ; OLTY (oF om if At 915:0%6 TS! of 1 
4. That the King ſhall give the Sandion to all-Laws offered by the Eftates; And 
that the Preſident of the Parliament be irapowered by HisMajeſtic to give the Sati- 
. ion in his abſence, and have Ten pounds ſterling a day Sallary,  . _ 
5. That a Committee of one, and Thirty Mambork of which Nine to be a Quo- 
rim, choſen out of their own Number, by eveiy Parliament ; that during the In- 
eervals of Parliament under the King,have rhe Adminiſtration of the Goverament, 
by his Council, and accountable to the next Parliament : with power in extraordi- 
ary Occaſions, to call the Parliament tegether : and that in the ſaid Council, all 
Things be determined by Balloring, in plate of Voting, RD _ 
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6. That the King without conſent of Partiament, ſhall not have the power of 
making Peace and War : or that of concluding any Treaty with any other State or |. 
Potentate. | = | - 4 

7. That all places and Offices, both civil and Military, and all Penſions former: . * 
ly conferred by pur Kings ſhal ever after be given by Parliament. ol 

8. That no Kegiment or Company of Horſe, Foot;or Dragoons be kept on Foot, -* 
in peace or War, but by conſent of Parliament. | ; 

9. That all the Fencible Men of the Nation betwixt Sixty and Sixteen, be wich 
all Diligence poflible, Armed, with Bagonets and Fire-locks all of a calibre, and - 
continue always provided in ſuch Arms, with Amunition ſuitable. | 

10, That no general Indemnicy, nor pardon for any Tranſgceſtion againft the 
Publick, ſhal be valid without conſent of Parliament. ds 

tr. That the fifteen Sex«tors of the Colledge of Juſtice,ſhall be incapable of being = 
Members of Parliament, or any other Office, or any penſion, but the Sallary thae 
belongs to their place, to be increaſed as the Parliament ſhall think fie: Thar the | 

Office of Preſidene ſhall be in Three of their Number co be named by Parliamene, 
and that there be no Extraordinary Lords, Andalfo, that the Lordsof che Juſtice 
Cort, ſhall be diftin& from thoſe of the Seſſion, and under the ſame Reſtrictions. 

- T2. That if any King, break in upon any of thoſe Conditions of Gorernment, hs 
as bag Eftates, be declared to have Forefeited the Crown. Ss 

Which: Prockmation made, they are to go on to the Naming and Declaring a 
Suecefior : and when He is declared, if preſent, are to read to him the Claim of 
Righe, and Conditions of Gevernment above-mentioned, and to defire of him, 

_ that he may accept che Crown accordingly ; and he accepting, they are to Adr.a- | 
ritrat'to him the 'Oath of Coronation: But if the Succefior be nor preſent, they are 
co delegac ſach-of their own Number as they fÞall think fic,to ſee the fame perfor-  * 
med, as faid is; - And areto'continue in the Adminiſtration of the Government, 
until the Succeſſor this accepting-of the Crown, upon the forelaid Terms be welt _ 
known to them -: '' Wheroupon having tlian a King at their Read, they thall by - 
His- Authority, declare themſelves 4 Parliament, and proceed to the. doing of whae 


ever'ſhall be thoughe expedient for the Welfare of the Realm : And its likeways, 
 Authoriey-fortlaid declared, That if Her preſent Majeſty ſhall chink fir, Juring | 
# own tim; with advice avd conſent- of che Eſtates of Parlirment, failzieing 


irs of Her Body, to declare a Succeflor, yet neverthelcls, afcor Her Maſefic 
dcccife, the Members of Parliament oc Convention (ball in the ſeveral cafes, and _ 
after'the manner above-ſpecified, meet, and- admitt the Succeſſor to the Governs 
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met, in the'Terns, and after the manner as ſaid is; And it is hereby further = 
declared, That after the Deceaſe of Her Majeſty, and failziging Heirs of Her Bo: | 
dy,” the fore-mentioned manner; and method, (hall in tho ſeveral caſes, be that of 
declating, and admitting to theGovernmene, all thoſe who (ball hereafter Succeed 
eo the-Imperial Crown of this Realm : And that it ſhall bs High Treaſon for any 
Man, t own or acknowledge any perſon as King or Queen of this Realin till chey 
ars declared, and admitted: in the! above-mentioned manner And laſtly, it is 
hereby declared, that by the Dedth of Her Afajefty, or any of Her Succellors, all 
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ns betty civil and Milicary, fall and are void. And that this A& (hall 

come in place of the 17th Act of the. 6th. Seſfor of King Wilias's Parliament, 
— Atoll Aces and Laws, chac- any ways Decpgat from this preſent Act, at hereby, 
in ſo far, Declared Void, and Abrogat, . OM RY 
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